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On behalf of the Asham Family, Asham Stom-
pers, Asham Curling Supplies Staff and all 
the people from Reedy Creek and Kinosota, 

I would like to welcome you to our community for 
the 13th Annual Asham Stomperfest. We are very 
excited to present our great new lineup.

We have a ton of great entertainment lined up, 
featuring The Sojourners Friday night, Harlequin 
Saturday night and The Bluegrass Martins Sunday 
night, as well as  Ryan Keplin from Belcourt North 
Dakota and Ryan Richard from Sandy Bay, just to 
name a few. JJ Lavallee and Nelson Little will be 

raising the roof and for your dancing pleasure 
our own Shawn Mousseau and White 

Lightning. White Lightning has been 
a fixture here. They have been our 

main house band since the festival 
started, playing back-up for some 

of the best fiddlers in the world, 
as well as putting on their own 
performances. We'll also see The 
Campbells, Sagkeeng’s Finest 
and of course the Asham 
Stompers every night.

And Stomperfest also fea-
tures The World Aboriginal 
Square Dance Champion-

ships and the World Jigging 
Championships. In my opinion, 

this is the most underrated enter-
tainment I have ever seen. I think 

this will one day be big on television, 
just as the World Curling Tour, which I 
founded in 1990, is already. 

Our weekend is action packed – 
blink and you will miss something. 
Our biggest issue will be trying to get 

Message from the Chair 
Arnold Asham
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everything in and stay on time while also giv-
ing you a big opportunity to dance for us. 

Our family condolences to our wonderful 
sister, Thelma, and her family sharing the loss 
of our son, brother, nephew, cousin, uncle and 
friend to many – Kevin Davis, only 40 years 
old, who passed away suddenly in his sleep 
just before Christmas.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the wonderful volunteers. With-
out volunteers this festival could not hap-
pen. Special thanks to MY BROTHER KELLY 
ASHAM and his security on horseback. Kelly 
just recently survived a serious quad acci-
dent and is obviously healing nicely, but he 
had us all very afraid for his life for a couple 
of weeks.

Now to you fans, we are filled with pride to 
have all you wonderful fans join us in the yard 
for our most fun time of the year, Stomperfest. 
You guys are amazing. You come here year 
after year and help us promote the festival. 
Some of you come early and do a lot of work 
and without you guys, obviously there would 
not be a festival. Your standing ovations and 
appreciation of the entertainment are second 
to none around the world. So a very sincere 
thank you goes out to each of you. 

We would also like to thank our sponsors. 
Many have been with us from the start and 
we appreciate their continued support. If 
you have a chance to do business with any of 
them, please do so. We would like to recipro-
cate their support. 

And finally, it really helps us if you buy 
your tickets for next year’s Stomperfest now. 
We are still not making money at this, but we 

feel it is great for the community. Your contri-
bution really helps to secure good entertain-
ment for next year, as most of our headlin-
ers require a 50 per cent deposit. Also, your 
help promoting the festival is crucial. We 
don’t want to cut back on entertainment, so 
we would like to grow the festival some. We 
never want to be a big festival and lose our 
uniqueness but we sure would like to at least 
break even. Now, if each of you came back 
next year and brought a friend, that would 
mean instant success for all of us. Your help 
promoting is very important.

Also this is our first year with our new date 
and we are hoping it that will make a differ-
ence in attendance. I know it sure makes a dif-
ference for us in the curling business as Sep-
tember is one of our busiest months. So please 
help by buying your tickets for next year at the 
discounted price.

Like all Asham products, your tickets are 
satisfaction guaranteed or money back. If for 
ANY reason you can't make the festival after 
purchasing your tickets, we will gladly re-
fund your money. No explanation necessary. 
Thank you in advance and enjoy our great 
festival.

 Arnold 
(On behalf of the Asham Family)
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Harlequin was originally formed in the 
mid-seventies. After several demos 
and trips to Toronto, Harlequin was 

finally discovered playing in a tiny bar in To-
ronto by representatives of Jack Douglas, leg-
endary producer of Aerosmith, Patti Smith 
and John Lennon. 

Ironically, the scouts for Douglas’ company 
had actually intended to see Goddo, the band 
playing downstairs, but were turned away 
due to a sold-out show. Instead, they retired 
upstairs to a much smaller bar – only to be 
blown away by the band, playing a high-en-
ergy set of strong original songs for only a 
handful of people. This chance meeting led to 
a production deal with Douglas. 

With Douglas’ help, Harlequin signed a 
deal with CBS/Epic (home to Cheap Trick and 

Eddie Money) in 1979. The band proceeded 
to amaze everyone at the label by pushing 
their first release, Victim of a Song (1979), to 
gold status through sheer hard-work, inces-
sant touring, word of mouth and solid song-
writing. Songs like “Sweet Things in Life,” 
“You are the Light” and “Survive” introduced 
the band to radio to many markets in Canada 
– especially Western Canada. 

Their second release, Love Crimes (1980), 
came with a bigger push from the label, and 
went on to go platinum, powered in part by 
Harlequin’s biggest hit to date “Innocence.” 
Another track, “Thinking of You” became 
a staple of rock radio and a highlight of the 
live show.

One False Move (1982) cemented the 
band’s radio success with tunes like “I Did it 
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for Love,” “Superstitious Feeling” and “Heart 
Gone Cold.” The fourth and final album, 
eponymously titled, featured a change of 
direction as well as producer – Alfie Agius, 
former bassist with The Fixx, replaced Jack 
Douglas. This album produced one single 
“Take this Heart” and the band’s only video, 
filmed at the abandoned Don jail in Toronto 
by Juno-winning Champagne Productions. 

Harlequin was and still remains, some-
thing of a work-horse of the Canadian road, 
soldiering through multiple grueling Cross-
Canada tours, and working with such bands 
as Triumph, Streetheart, Nazareth, Heart, 
April Wine, Pat Benatar and Saga. Saga took 
the band to Puerto Rico, where they discov-
ered – to their shock and amazement, that In-
nocence had been a huge hit single. To capi-
talize on the song’s success, the band played 
in Caracas Venezuela, headlining two nights 
at the city’s biggest arena. With Triumph the 
band toured through the U.S. and made some 
headway in the mid-west and Texas. 

The next album was the Radio Romances 
greatest hits package, which also featured 
a new tune (written by Tom Cochrane) en-
titled “No Mystery.” In 2004, George was 
approached by James Brose, a successful 

business man who had recorded a solo al-
bum and wanted an opinion. Brose then 
asked George to rework one song to his lik-
ing. Upon hearing the result James decided 
to let George reverse engineer the whole 
album. Melodies, lyrics and arrangements 
were changed and George recorded the vo-
cals. The result was what is now known as 
Harlequin II. The single “Sometimes I Feel” 
was released and got airplay across Canada. 

Waking the Jester was released in 2007. It 
had two singles which touched every conti-
nent of the world – “Shine On” and “Rise.”

In 2009, the band released On/Q, the first 
live compilation. Original singer, George Be-
langer is proud to release the songs in the 
style and intent in which they were written 
and which he had always preferred. Songs 
representing the band from inception to 
2009 are included. 

Unlike many bands of their era, Harlequin 
is still a staple of rock radio in Canada, where 
the band’s old and new hits still receive re-
markable amounts of airplay. Fuelled by this 
continued success at radio, the band still 
tours, gaining new fans all the time, and at-
tracting anyone who loves Canadian rock at 
its finest.
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Another Stomper Year

So many times we have been told that we 
are really changing the world with this 
Red River Jig and Square dance. Unfor-

tunately, our biggest challenge is funding as, 
“the communities where the children need 
to see us the most cannot afford us,” and in 
order to continue, we have to make it feasible 
and profitable.

As discussed many times, the suicide rate 
in our Aboriginal communities is two or three 
times that of the general public and our jails 
are more than 50 per cent Aboriginal youth.

In 1947, the law changed and Aboriginal 
people were allowed to own private property.

In 1951, we were allowed off of the reser-
vation without a permit.

In 1953, we were allowed into public parks.
In 1957, we were allowed to carry cur-

rency.
AND in 1963, we were allowed to vote.  
All this led to a lack of self-esteem for our 

children and grandchildren.
So this year, we experienced a child suicide 

crisis in a couple of communities. Cross Lake 
and Attawapiskat, a problem we recognized 
many years ago. And although we don’t have 
solutions, we feel bringing awareness to the 
issues is the first step to healing and recov-
ery. On June 4 this year, we travelled to Cross 
Lake and had a wonderful performance and 
small workshop with the community, bring-
ing numerous children up on stage and help-
ing them learn to jig. The response was won-
derful and the community members were 

very grateful that we cared enough to donate 
a performance to help their youth. We also 
committed to return.

We feel by taking our young people into the 
community and showing them that there is 
hope, we are taking something right out of the 
community (fiddle and jig) and taking it to a 
world stage. We have been to Scotland, Mex-
ico, NWT, Cape Breton and the 2010 Vancou-
ver Olympics. And this year we are going to 
Churchill and Chile, continuing to do 100 per-
formances a year , travelling with our “Bring-
ing Hope Tour” to struggling communities. 

I can’t imagine walking the streets at night 
with flashlights trying to keep our children 
from taking their lives, like we have seen on 
the news. We have also offered a free per-
formance to Attawapiskat but unfortunately 
when there is a crisis in the community, there 
are many other issues as well and to this 
point we haven’t been able to find anyone 
in the community to book a venue and orga-
nize and publicize our visit. So, unfortunately 
these kids continue to live in their boxed-in 
communities with no hope and no contact 
with the outside world. We have approached 
the Chief, the MPs and numerous people in 
the community but not everyone sees the 
benefit and joy we bring to people around the 
world with our energy and spirit.

Communities say to us, “Arnold, you have 
no idea how much wellness you bring to our 
community when you come to dance.” Well I 
think I do know and I think ALL our Stomp-

OUR MISSION: Is to help recapture and preserve the history of the Metis People 
through the dancing of the Red River Jig 

OUR PURPOSE: Is to bring hope to the children in our Aboriginal communities by 
taking something right out of the community THE FIDDLE and THE JIG and taking 
it to the world stage and helping everyone realize that it can be done.

8 | 2016 Asham Stomperfest www. stomperfest.ca



ers know how much wellness and pride were 
are creating by sharing this wonderful dance 
around the world that our ancestors so gra-
ciously passed down to us.

We want to thank all our fans who attended 
these performances, but we especially want 
to thank our ancestors who passed this dance 
on to us. Because folks, it is not about the Ash-
am Stompers or Sagkeeng’s Finest, it is about 
the dance. People across Canada and around 
the world love this dance. As a matter of fact, 
at a festival in Halifax, there were 20 groups 
of all different nationalities and cultures and 
we each did four performances over seven 
days and we got four standing ovations and 
we were the only standing ovations. 

Again, we will be travelling around the 
province, across Canada and other countries 
and some of our performances are free to 

communities in need. As a matter of fact, At-
tawapiskat will cost us $10,000 (only), thanks 
to Skycare who are donating the flight. If any 
of you wish to contribute to a great cause, 
please feel free. 

We most certainly appreciate any con-
tributions, but regardless we will continue 
to spread our wonderful dance around the 
world but especially into the areas that 
need it the most. We have also been con-
tacted by the wonderful folks in Fort Mc-
Murray to come and help with a fundrais-
ing event there.

Thank you.

Yours Sincerely,
Arnold Asham 
President/Asham Stompers

Thank you for attending 
Stomperfest. You have no idea 
how much your attendance means 
to our community and our young 
children. The Asham Stompers 
have five groups within our Stomper 
group. We have The Alumni, The 
4-Nations, Sagkeeng Elders of 
the Past, The Ivan Flett Memorial 
Dancers and The Mini Stompers. 
Also locally we have Eldon’s 
Steppers and Kinosota Kickers 
and some World Champions 

from this area, so I would say 
your contribution by coming to 
Stomperfest is really making a 
difference in people’s lives. 

Like Donnell Leahy says, “We 
always practiced, but we practiced 
a lot longer and harder when we 
had a performance coming up.”  
Well, that’s the story here. You 
guys give all these performers an 
opportunity to perform in front of 
2,000 people for money. 

Our next year’s headliner is a family 
from Lakefield, Ont.. The Doug (and 
Jen) Leahy Family. How hard do 
you think they will work this year 
to do a great performance for all 
you fans? It is just such a great 
place to perform. Sagkeeng’s Finest 
and almost all the dancers and 
entertainers say, “Reedy Creek 
is the BEST.” Thank you to all you 
wonderful fans.
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Thursday, July 14 – Free Night at Stomperfest

Time Performer Fiddler / Back up

12:00 p.m. Gate Opens

FREE Early Bird Talent Party

8:00 p.m. Early Bird Local Talent Shawn Mousseau

Friday, July 15

Time Performer Fiddler / Back up

11:00 a.m .–12:00 p.m. Everyone in the Stage Area to 
get bracelets

Campground empty for one 
hour

6:00 p.m. Opening Ceremonies – Asham 
Stompers/Sagkeeng’s Finest

Shawn Mousseau/ 
White Lightning 

7:00 p.m. Sound Check

7:30 p.m. Sojourners 

9:00 p.m. Shawn Mousseau White Lightning 

10:00 p.m. Nelson Little and JJ White Lightning 

11:00 p.m. Open Dance White Lightning

12:00 a.m. After Hours  
(Power out at 3 a.m.)

Ramsay Ray and  
Branden Chartrand

Saturday, July 16

Time Performer Fiddler / Back up

12:00 p.m. Dance The Campbell Band

1:00 p.m. The Metis Club Traditional 
Dancers

The Campbell Band

1:30 p.m. World Aboriginal Square Dance 
Championships

Shawn Mousseau/ 
White Lightning 

2:45pm Ryan Richard Shawn Mousseau/ 
White Lightning 

3:00 p.m. World Jigging Championships Patti Kusturok/Jeremy Rusu/
White Lightning

4:30 p.m. Blue Grass Martins

5:30 p.m. George Anderson, Darcy 
Mancheese & Son

6:00 p.m. HWY 373 / D’Aoust Brothers

Schedule of Events
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7:15 p.m. Sound Check 

8:00 p.m. Harlequin 

9:30 p.m. Asham Stompers Shawn Mousseau/ 
White Lightning

11:00 p.m. Fireworks

11:30 p.m. Open Dance Patti Kusturok/Jeremy Rusu/
White Lightning

12:30 a.m. After Hours  
(Power out at 3:30 a.m.)

Sunday, July 17

Time Performer Fiddler / Back up

12:00 p.m. Gospel

12:30 p.m. George Anderson

1:00 p.m. Asham Mini Stompers Ryan Keplin/White Lightning

2:00 p.m. World Jigging Championship 
Finals

Patti Kusturok/Jeremy Rusu/
White Lightning

3:00 p.m. Square Dance Competition 
Finals

Shawn Mousseau/  
White Lightning

4:00 p.m. Zirka Ukrainian Group

5:00 p.m. Open Dance Ryan Keplin/White Lightning

6:00 p.m. Supper break

7:00 p.m. The Blue Grass Martins

8:00 p.m. Open Dance Ryan Keplin/Shawn Mousseau/
White Lightning

9:15 p.m. Asham Stompers Closing Shawn Mousseau/Ryan Keplin/
White Lightning

10:00 p.m. Open Dance HWY 373 / D’Aoust Brothers

11:00 p.m. Open Dance Shawn Mousseau/ 
White Lightning 

12:00 a.m. Orange Blossom Extravaganza 
Goodnight All!

All Jiggers and Fiddlers  
on Stage

12:00 a.m. No after hours

Where they treat you like family
www.stomperfest.ca

Saturday, July 16 (continued)
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Stomperfest
Visit our Souvenir  
Booth to find 
GREAT Deals!
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W hen Canadian blues icon Jim 
Byrnes called Vancouver-based 
gospel singer Marcus Mosely on 

the phone a few years ago to ask if he could 
round up a few friends to record some back-
up vocals for a new album, no one could have 
guessed what would happen next. 

From the moment Mosely and his pals 
stepped up to the microphone and began 
singing, they realized that they had some-
thing very special going on. When Byrnes 
dubbed the trio, The Sojourners, the name 
stuck and – as they say – the rest is history. 

Formative years spent singing in the 

churches of Marcus Mosely, Will Sanders and 
Khari McClelland, (from Ralls, Texas, Alexan-
dria, La. and Detroit, Mich. respectively) give 
The Sojourners’ sound an authentic edge that 
only comes with experience. This is real gos-
pel – blessed with a soul that can’t be faked. 

Western Canadian Music Awards 
On Oct. 5, 2014, the band picked up the award 
for Spiritual Album of the Year for Sing and 
Never Get Tired. They were also nominated 
for Blues Recording of the Year.

www.thesojourners.ca

SERIOUSLY  
SPIRITUAL SOUNDS

THE

SOJOURNERS

14 | 2016 Asham Stomperfest www. stomperfest.ca



SOJOURNERS
Turnbull 
Whitaker  
Insurance

Big enough to compete, small enough to care

2 Winnipeg locations to serve you better

1465 Corydon Avenue

(204) 488-4547

8-1504 St. Mary’s Road 

(204) 255-8194
www.turnbullwhitaker.com

&

HOME • BUSINESS  
TRAVEL • LIFE



A ffirming the musical legacy they carry 
forward, Bluegrass Martins have be-
gun to receive modest recognition, 

including 11 times voted SPBGMA Instru-
mental Group of the Year by Midwest fans, 
winners of the SPBGMA International Blue-
grass Band Championship in Nashville, Tenn. 
in 2007, and three of the family’s sisters were 
plucked temporarily for their inclusion in 
Bluegrass Bouquet – Daughters of Bluegrass 
(Blue Circle Records). 

Released in 2008, the all-star project was 
voted by industry peers to be IBMA Recorded 
Event of the Year in 2009. Including such well 
known talent as Sonya Isaacs, Sierra Hull, 
Dale Ann Bradley, Kristin Scott Benson and 

more, the Martin sisters’ equal participation 
in such a nationally renowned project speaks 
to how well the group’s talent stacks up to 
some of the best in the bluegrass industry. 

Born and raised where the prairie meets 
the Ozark hills in Morgan County, Miss., 
the band is now based in the “show me” 
state’s capital Jefferson City. While becom-
ing perennial favorites on the bluegrass 
circuit in the Midwest since 2001, they 
have entertained tens of thousands of 
guests at hundreds of events from Califor-
nia to the Carolinas, Minnesota to Texas, 
from Florida to Maine and many stops be-
tween, drawing an increasing number of 
fans to their fold. 
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McCreary
Golf & Country Club

 Holes Par: 36 § Yardage: 3,209  
Course Designer: Russ Olson

Campsites available - 30 amp plug-ins

(204) 835-2711
Box 400, McCreary, MB   R0J 1B0

Give yourself peace of mind with
the right coverage for you.

We insure people the same way
we did in 1945… with care. Call
us and discover how the values
of our past provide peace of
mind today.

The Co-operators

647 Central Ave
Ste Rose du Lac

(204) 447 - 2910
www.cooperators.ca

Give yourself peace of mind with
the right coverage for you.

We insure people the same way
we did in 1945… with care. Call
us and discover how the values
of our past provide peace of
mind today.

The Co-operators

647 Central Ave
Ste Rose du Lac

(204) 447 - 2910
www.cooperators.ca

Give yourself peace of mind with
the right coverage for you.

We insure people the same way
we did in 1945… with care. Call
us and discover how the values
of our past provide peace of
mind today.

The Co-operators

647 Central Ave
Ste Rose du Lac

(204) 447 - 2910
www.cooperators.ca

The Co-operators  647 Central Ave  Ste. Rose du Lac
(204) 447-2910   www.cooperators.ca

We would love to have your company  
be a part of our event.

Stomperfest
If your business or organization would like to  

sponsor and/or advertise at our event, please visit  
www.ashamstompers.com  

or call 1-800-267-5730 for information
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You call me a half breed and maybe you’re 
right.  

My eyes they are brown and my skin isn’t white.  
But let us look back to my family tree,  

for we are related, the white man and me.

Two centuries ago when the Indians did roam  
over this land which was their home sweet home.  
The white man arrived and they took a long look,

around for some women to sew and to cook.

You can bet your forefathers they took time to 
choose.  

The prettiest maidens who couldn’t refuse.  
To live with the strangers from over the sea.  

Ah hybridization had made history.

The best from the old world with looks from 
the new  

were molded together, our ancestors knew.  
That crossing produces a much stronger strain,  

and so we were born, it was Canada’s gain.

Today as is natural our numbers have grown.  
And yet our proud story is mostly unknown.  
We seem to be classed with the old unicorn,  

a mythical creature who never was born.

But each day our voice grows a little in 
strength.  

We’ve bonded together o’er Canada’s length.  
So next time you’re tempted to call me a “breed,”  

remember I grew from a White-Indian seed.

A mixture of Nations the French men did see.  
And this is the reason they called us Métis.

By the late John and Eleanor Anderson  
from Kinosota

Half Breed
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STE. ROSE SUPER THRIFTY PHARMACY
Box 250, 610 Central Avenue, Ste. Rose du Lac, MB, R0L 1S0

Phone: (204) 447-2878
1-866-447-2878

Fax: (204) 447-3424 | Email: sterose@superthrifty.com

Gerald Thiessen
Manager, Owner/Pharmacist

Noureen Qamar
Pharmacist

Store Hours:
Monday to Friday: 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Delivery to: Ebb & Flow (door to door), 
Skownan (Health office), 
Rorketon, Ste. Rose du Lac 
Silver Ridge, Alonsa

Store Services:
•	 Direct	billing	to	private	insurance	plans
•	 Expired	medication	disposal
•	 	Free	diabetic	needle	disposal	containers	 

to diabetic Super Thrifty customers
•	 Free	blood	pressure	testing	for	customers
•	 Convenience	medication	packaging
•	 Associated	with	Home	Health	Care	Centre
•	 	Associated	with	Super	Thrifty	 

Compounding Pharmacy
•	 Photo	kiosk
•	 Seniors’	Discount	Day
•	 Medical	expense	summary	available
•	 We	carry	Carlton	greeting	cards

WE CARE… Your Family Drug Store



Manitoba Fiddle Association Hall of 
Fame member Patti Kusturok’s old-
time fiddle style is described as a 

little bit Métis, a little bit Québecois and a 
whole lot of feel. 

Often referred to as one the smoothest fid-
dle players in North America, Patti is known 
for her effortless delivery of some of the best 
traditional Canadian fiddle music of all time. 

A recording artist, Patti is in high demand 
for performances, teaching, recording and 
judging fiddle contests across the continent. 

At the age of four, Patti began to learn 

playing the fiddle and has a resumé that 
reads like that of an Olympic champion. A 
few to her credit include the Canadian Junior 
Champion (1985), three-time Champion at 
the famous Pembroke, ON competition, six-
time Manitoba Champion, three-time Grand 
North American Champion and in 1994, 
1995 and again in 1996, Patti won the pres-
tigious Canadian Grand Masters Fiddling 
Championship in Ottawa, Ont. 

Patti was the first woman in the history of 
Canada to ever win and was the very first per-
son from Western Canada to attain the crown.

Patti  
Kusturok
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Ron Borecky
(owner)

932 Erin St. Unit B, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2G 2W5
PH: 204-633-5182 FAX 204-694-3631

EMAIL: aa_s@shaw.ca www.aboveallscreening.com

Phone: 204-661-8548
Toll Free: 877-942-0595

Fax: 204-663-8153
www.valleyfashions.com

SID’S COMPLETE  
CAR CARE CENTRE
999 Fife St., Winnipeg, MB R2X 2T5

Phone: 204-632-0506

AUTOMOTIVE GRAPHICS  
& MARKETING MATERIALS
218 Hutchings St., Winnipeg, MB R2X 2Y2
Phone: 204.694.6734 | Fax: 204.694.6555

 info@bomexgraphics.com
 www.bomexgraphics.com
/bomexgraphics
/@bomex_graphics
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$1,000 Entry Per Team
Includes: 10 Weekend Pass to Stomperfest
Friday to Sunday (free weekend camping)

16 Teams-minimum 4 women per team
3 Game Guarantee

*$10,000 in PRIZE MONEY
* Based on 16 entries

1st Annual

SLO-PITCH TOURNAMENT
Kinosota, Manitoba

For info or to register:
Des Anderson
desanderson@me.com
204-797-3172

Stomperfest
2017
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The Sash is a finger-woven belt made of wool approximately three 
metres long. Traditionally it was tied at the waist to hold a coat 
closed, including being used as a scarf or rope.

Here are some excerpts from a Métis priest’s prayer: “Métis 
people have been wearing the sash proudly for many years. 
When I look at it, I notice that it is composed of many 
interconnected threads, many strands, many patterns, 
many colors contribute to the overall design of the 
sash. Our Métis culture is like the sash. The lives of 
the Métis have been woven together from a variety 
of cultures, traditions and beliefs... For example, we 
are the descendants of the English, of the French, 
of the Indian-Cree and Ojibway and Scots, to 
name a few. We speak a variety of languages: 
English, Canadian French, Michif French, Michif 
Cree and Mashkegon. Look at the sash: it is 
a composite. It is a mixture. It is Métis. It is 
made of a variety of elements, like the lives 
of the Métis. Look at its pattern, its fabric, 
its colors. Nonetheless, these disparate ele-
ments form an integrated whole. Similarly, 
the different ethnic backgrounds and differ-
ent languages to the Métis blend into one 
another to form a rich tapestry like the 
lives and culture of the Métis.”

Today, the sash is still worn by the 
Métis people. Métis women occasionally 
wear it over the shoulder, while others 
wear it the traditional way, around the 
waist and tied in the middle, with the 
fringes hanging down. The Manitoba 
Métis Senate started a tradition of 
draping the sash over the table 
wherever Métis people are gath-
ered for discussion. The Manitoba 
Métis Federation, at their last 
Assembly, adopted a new sash 
with the colour variations of 
red, which is the historical 
depicted colour for the 
Métis Sash; blue and  
white, symbolizing the 
colours of the Métis 
Nation flag; green, sig-
nifying fertility, growth 
and prosperity, and black, 
symbolizing the dark period 
in which the Métis people had 
to endure dispossession and repression. 

The Métis Sash
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Air Charter Service  •  Excellence Above

(877) 737-0038 | www.SkyCare.ca | Charters@SkyCare.ca

Dance
Asham Dance carries all your dance needs from ballroom 

to tap and specializing in Square Dance.

 

www.ashamdance.com

700 McPhillips St. Winnipeg, MB  R2X 2H5
Telephone: 204-589-6321
Toll Free: 1-800-267-5730
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While at Stomperfest, make sure you don’t 
miss the World Jigging Championships! This 
competition will feature individuals from 
different age categories vying for the world 
title in the mastering of the famous Red Riv-

er Jig. Come sit back and watch the most mind-blowing, high 
stepping, toe tapping performers on the planet as they show-
case their unique steps while practicing timing and creativity. 
This prize-winning content will demonstrate the absolute fin-
est jiggers from abroad and it all happens over  two day, on one 
stage!

The audience is encouraged to cheer loud and proud for 
their favourite performers as crowd participation is an element 
in the judging factor.

See you at the World Jigging 
Championships – where the world’s best 
proudly display the originality of the Red 

River Jig!

The WORLD JIGGING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Anyone wishing to participate in the

World Jigging Championships
can register Saturday by noon on 

the festival grounds.

Categories are as follows 
(Free Entry — Cash Prizes!)

6 and under (0-6 years)
Youth (7-12 years)

Junior (13-21 years)
Womens (22-49 years)

Mens (22-49 years)
Seniors (50+ years)

Couples
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700 McPhillips Street  
Winnipeg, MB  R2X 2H5
PHONE  204.589.6321
FAX  204.947.3290
EMAIL  arnold@asham.com
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